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	frances.dolan@greenwich.gov.uk
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	20th July 2010
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	2nd Floor, Civic House

20 Grand Depot Road

Woolwich SE18 6SJ


	

	Main number
	020 8854 8888

	Textphone
	020 8921 0000
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Dear Martin,
RE:  Voluntary Sector Funding  
Thank you for your email to Peter Brooks setting out the enquiries raised by your membership concerning the future of the Voluntary Sector Grants Budget.  Cllr. Brooks has asked me to respond on his behalf.
My response is presented in the same order as the points raised in your email.

1. The Coalition Government announced an Emergency Budget on 22nd June 2010 which indicated overall cuts of an average of 25% in funding for public services.  As a number of areas will receive protection from reductions, the Government have indicated that reductions in local government will be much higher and in the order of 40%.  The Government has now embarked on a comprehensive spending review which will identify how those reductions will fall and the results will be announced on 20th October 2010.

Following this announcement and further detailed information becoming available, it is expected that the target reduction to be achieved over the 4 year period by the Council will be known.  The Council will then be able to determine how it will achieve this level of reduction.

The Council will proceed with the Third Sector Commissioning Programme but gives notice that it may not be in a position to commission more than 50% of the overall funding at this stage.


2. The 25% is an average across all of the public sector with a clear implication that some parts of the sector will experience a much higher target – Government have subsequently said that local authority reductions may be as high as 40%.  This is will understood across the sector.


3. The Council will determine its overall strategy after the spending announcements in the autumn including the determination of relative priorities between service areas.

I trust that this will provide the assurances that the Sector is seeking in regards to the Voluntary Sector Budget and the impact of the pending Spending Review.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you think I can be of more assistance.

All good wishes

Yours sincerely,

[image: image1.emf]
Frances Dolan
Director of Culture and Community Services

cc
Cllr. Peter Brooks, Deputy Leader of the Council
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